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all vehicles owned by Indians and giving them to Europeans for
use, the feverish disposal of cases with the object of forestalling the
termination of martial law, are some of the many incidents of the
administration of martial law which created a reign of terror in the
Punjab and have shocked the public."
Gandhi was shocked by the atrocities heaped by the Government
all over India. But he was more unnerved by the violent spirit shown
by the people. Many eminent Indians felt that the ground under
them was giving way. On April 12 Rabindranath Tagore wrote to
Gandhi, imploring him to go slow and ponder:
"Power in all its forms is irrational—it is like the horse that drags
the carriage blindfold. The moral element in it is only represented
in the man who drives the horse. Passive resistance is a force which
is not necessarily moral in itself; it can be used against truth as well
as for it. The danger inherent in all force grows stronger when it is
likely to gain success, for then it becomes temptation.
"I know your teaching is to fight against evil by the help of the
good. But such a fight is for heroes and not for men led by impulses of
the moment. Evil on one side begets evil on the other, injustice
leading to violence and insult to vengefulness. Unfortunately,
such a force has already been started, and either through panic or
through wrath, our authorities have shown us their claws whose
sure effect is to drive some of us into the secret path of resentment
and others into utter demoralization.
"In this crisis you, as a great leader, have stood among us to
proclaim your faith in the ideal which you know to be that of India—
the ideal which is both against the cowardliness of hidden revenge
and the cowed submissiveness of the terror-stricken. You have said,
as Lord Buddha has done in his time and for all time to come:
'Conquer anger by power of non-anger, evil by power of good.5
"This power of good must prove its truth and strength by Its fear-
lessness, by its refusal to accept any imposition which depends for its
success upon its power to produce frightfulness and is not ashamed to
use its machine of destruction to terrorize a population completely
disarmed. We must know that moral conquest does not consist in
success, that failure does not deprive it of its dignity and worth. Those
who believe in spiritual life know that to stand against wrong which
has overwhelming material power behind it is victory itself—it is the
victory of active faith in the ideal in the teeth of evident defeat.

